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Drexel University EMS (DUEMS) is a student-run collegiate
EMS agency located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It recently
certified 20 of its members in Advanced Cardiovascular Life
Support (ACLS) through classes taught on campus by the
Drexel University College of Nursing and Health Professions,
an AHA Training Center.

“We thought that hosting an ACLS class would allow them to
both grow their knowledge base to become better providers as
well as give them a certification to hopefully set themselves up
for success outside of DUEMS,” stated Joey Kloss, Captain/VP
of Drexel University Emergency Medical Services. The training
to certify 20 total members took place in two separate six-hour
classes, with required completion of pre-course material, such
as electrocardiogram (ECG) reading and interventions. The
class consisted of hands-on ACLS scenarios and lectures.
Funding for this training was paid with agency budget through
the Drexel University Student Organization Resource Center.

Planning the training was difficult logistically, due to limited
member availability on weekdays. The training was eventually
held on a weekend, and DUEMS selected members to
participate in the ACLS course through a tiered system: current/
former officers, FTO corps, crew chiefs, and general
membership EMTs. The ACLS training was intended to
enhance patient care within DUEMS by ensuring EMTs have a
deeper understanding of the cardiovascular system, as well as
the procedures they could assist paramedics with in cases of
cardiac emergency calls. In addition, the ACLS certification
course served as a confidence booster for newly trained EMTs
and strengthened their provider skills.

When asked about advice for other collegiate EMS agencies
looking to certify their own members, DUEMS recommended
starting planning early and with a realistic timeframe, asking
training centers about group pricing deals, ensuring
participants can commit to the pre-coursework and in-class
effort required, and considering implementing a fair sign-up
priority system if spots are limited.

DUEMS shared that offering an ACLS course to collegiate EMS
agency members had many benefits, including a stronger
understanding of cardiac emergencies, greater confidence in
assisting paramedics during high-acuity calls, and added value
for members preparing for future healthcare roles. According to
the agency, the training also gave members an opportunity to
learn together and strengthen their connections as providers.
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